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International filing date 
24 January 2003 



Applicant " 

INTERNATIONAL FLOWER DEVELOPMENTS PTY LTD et al 



The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report has been established and is transmitted herewith. 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally two months from the date of transmittal of the 

international search report. 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO 

34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 

For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

I I The a PP^ cant j s hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under Article 1 7(2)(a) 
to that effect is transmitted herewith. 

| | WUh re £ ard ,0 the P rotest a S ainst Payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

I I the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the applicant's 
I 1 request to forward the texts of both the protest and the dec.sion thereon to the designated Offices. 

\ | n ° decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 
Reminders 

Shortly after 1 8 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the International Bureau 

I the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publicat.on, a notice of withdrawal of the international application, or of the priority 
claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in Rules 906/5.1 and 906/5.3, respectively, before the completion of the 
technical preparations for international publication. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for international preliminary 

exammat.on must be filed if the applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority 
date (in some Ofn ces even later); J 

n£TS; apP '' CanI mUS '' ™"" n 20 mo,,t,,s from the P ri °"'y date, perform the prescribed acts for entry in.o the national 
phase before those designated Offices. 

In respect of other designated Offices, the time limit of 30 mouths (or later) will apply even if no demand is filed within 19 months 
v"umer N ^ ' he >^ °«-,e by Office, see the PCT A PP U can Cs Gu.Je, 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
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FOR FURTHER see Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 
ACTION (Form PCT/ISA/220) as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 


Internationa! application No. 
PCT/AU03/00079 


International filing date (day/month/year) (Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 
24 January 2003 25 January 2002 


Applicant 

INTERNATIONAL FLOWER DEVELOPMENTS PTY LTD et a] 



This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to 
Article I 8. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This international search report consists of a total of 4 sheets. 



It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 

6. 



Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the language in 
which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this Authority 
(Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search was 
carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

j | contained in the international application in written form. 

|X | ^ed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

j | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

j | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

j the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the international 

1 ' application as filed has been furnished. 

|X I lhe statement lna{ th e information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 

1 1 furnished 

| | Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
| j Unity of invention is lacking (See Box II). 

With regard to the title, j j the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

|X | tne text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 
Genetic sequences having methyltransferase activity and uses therefor 
With regard to the abstract, |x | me text is approved as submitted by the applicant 

1 j the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. 

The applicant may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, 

submit comments to this Authority. 
The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 



j j as suggested by the applicant. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure 

| J because this figure better characterizes the invention 



X 



None of the figures 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT7AU03/00079 



CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 



Int. CI. ?: C12N 15/29 C12N 15/11 AO 1H 5/00 C07H 21/04 

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. 



FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
SEE ELECTRONIC DATABASES 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 
SEE ELECTRONIC DATABASES 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
DGENE, GenBank, GenPept (Seq Nos: 2, 5, 6, 7, 1 2, 22, 42, 44), 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



GenPept Accession No: AAG52015 (15 June 2001) Putative S-adenosyl-L-methionine: 
trans-caffeoyl-Coenzyme A 3-O-methyltransferase. Lin, X. et aL (GAP: 60% identical 
with Seq ID 2, 5; 61% identical with Seq ID 7, 12, 42; 65% identical with Seq ID 22; 
59% identical with Seq ID 44). 
See whole document. 



Swiss-Prot Accession No: P9371 1 (15 July 1998) Caffeoyl-CoA O-methyltransferase. 
Kawai, S. et al. (GAP: 62% identical with Seq ID 2; 62% identical with Seq ID 5; 61% 
identical with Seq ID 7; 61% identical with Seq ID 12; 60% identical with Seq ID 44) 
See whole document. 



Relevant to 
claim No. 



1, 9-11, 13- 
20, 22-26,61- 
67 



1,9-11, 13, 
14, 17-20, 22, 
23,26,61-67 



X 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C 



. See patent family annex 



"E" 



"L" 



"O" 



Special categories of cited documents: 

document defining the general state of the art "T" 

which is not considered to be of particular 

relevance 

earlier application or patent but published on or "X" 
after the international filing date 

document which may throw doubts on priority "Y" 
claim(s) or which is cited to establish the 
publication date of another citation or other special 
reason (as specified) 

document referring to an oral disclosure, use, "&" 
exhibition or other means 

document published prior to the international filing 

date but later than the priority date claimed 



later document published after the international filing date or priority date 
and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand the principle 
or theory underlying the invention 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 
when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is combined 
with one or more other such documents, such combination being obvious to 
a person skilled in the art 
document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
16 April 2003 



Date of mailing of the international search report 



2 8 APR 2003 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/AU 

AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 
PO BOX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA 
E-mail address: pct@ipaustralia.gov.au 
Facsimile No. (02) 6285 3929 



Authorized officer 

PHILIPPA WYRDEMAN 

Telephone No : (02) 6283 2554 



Form PCT/ISA/2 10 (second sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/AU03/00079 



C (Continuation). 



Category* 



X 



X 



X 



X 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



GenPept Accession No: CAC40584 (31 May 2001) Unnamed protein product [Z 



ea 



mays]. Helent Jarvis, T.G. (GAP: 63% identical with Seq ID 22) 
See whole document. 

And 

WOO 1134817 (PIONEER HI-BRED INTERNATIONAL) 1 7 May 200 1 . 
See Sequence 13. 

GenPept Accession No: AAC26191 (15 July 1998) Caffeoyl-CoA 3-0- 
methyltransferase. De Melis, L.E. et al. (GAP: 60.7% identical with Seq ID 42). 
See whole document. 



Jonsson, L.M.V. et al. 1982. Methylation of anthocyanins by cell-free extracts of 
flower buds of Petunia Hybrida. Phytochemistry. 2 1 ( 1 0):2457-2459. 
See whole document. 

Jonsson, L.M.V. et al 1984. Properties and genetic control of four methyltransferases 

involved in methylation of anthocyanins in flowers of Petunia hybrida Planta 

160:174-179. 

See whole document. 

Jonosson, L.M.V. et al. 1983. Genetic control of anthocyanin-O-methyltransferase 
activity in flowers of Petunia hybrida. Theoretical and Applied Genetics. 66:349-355. 
See whole document. 

Gauthier, A. et al. 1998. Characterisation of two cDNA clones which encode O- 
methyltransferases for the methylation of both flavonoid and phenylpropanoid 
compounds. Archives of Biochemistry and Biophysics. 35 l(2):243-249. 
See whole document. 

Ibrahim, R.K. et al. 1998. Plant O-methyltransferases: molecular analysis, common 
signature and classification. Plant molecular Biology. 36:1-10. 
See whole document. 

Joshi, CP. et al. 1998. Conserved sequence motifs in plant S-adenosyl-L-methionine- 
dependent methyltransferases. Plant Molecular Biology. 37:663-674. 
See whole document. 



Relevant to 
claim No. 



1,9, 15, 18, 
24,61-67 



1, 9, 16, 18, 
25,61-67 



1-26 



1-26 



1-26 



1,2 



1-69 



1-69 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of Box C) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
Information on patent family members 



International application No. 
PCT/AU03/00079 



This Annex lists the known "A" publicat.on level patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the 
above-mentioned international search report. The Australian Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars 
which are merely given for the purpose of information. 



Patent Document Cited in 
Search Report 



Patent Family Member 



WO 200134817 



AU 2001 14652 



EP 



1226260 



HU 200203221 



END OF ANNEX 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (citation family annex) (July 1998) 



